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WASHINGTON — Documents Just re- 
leased by the FBI show that J. Edgar Hoover 
was almost as interested in defending the 
FBI as he was in solving the mysteries behind 
the assassination of John F. Kennedy. 

Hoover’s famous preoccupation with his 
own and the FBI’s reputation stand out 
clearly in the papers. He took great pains to 
defend the Bureau against any outsiders. 

Indeed, even questions from ordinary 
Americans did not go unnoticed by the FBI 
and its investigative apparatus. • 

When a New’ York couple, in a telegram 
to Hoover, wondered what he was doing 
about the case, the FBI chief replied icily: 
“Individuals are quick to find fault More 
often than not they speak without any 
knowledge of the facts . . 

A type- written memorandum attached 
to the bureau’s file copy of Hoover's reply 
notes ominously that the FBI had searched 
its files to see what it had on the New York 
couple. 

‘Based on information available,” the 
note said, “no information Identifiable with 

correspondent located in Bufiles." 

» 

The Bureau's anger and the power of the 
FBI were not only directed at citizen critics. 

Hoover’s top aides, in an internal memo, 
denounced then CIA Director John McCone 
for allegedly leaking stories to newspapers 
designed to undermine the FBI investigation. 

McCone, reached in Los Angeles, where 
he now lives, denied leaking any information 
to the press regarding the investigation. 

“I had the closest personal relationship 
with J. Edgar Hoover and good relations with 
4 he FBI,” McCone said. “I think if any 
allegations of this kind had come to Hoover’s 
attention, he’d have gotten on the phone and ‘ 
called me about it" . . V - 5 

Hoover, through top aides, enlisted the 
help of r anking publishing and television 
network officials to protect the reputation of 
the FBL • 4* 
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This has led to speculation that then 
Texas Gov. John Connally was wounded by a 
second assassin and that Oswald didn’t act 
alone. However, the commission said that the 
FBI agents were wrong and that the second 
bullet which entered Kennedy’s body exited 
and then hit Connally. The commission 
claimed that the exit wound was obscured by 
a tracheatomy incision in the President’s 
throat » 


This difference Is vital. The commission, 
itself, in putting forth the view that a single 
bullet killed Kennedy and wounded Connal- 
ly, acknowledged that if there were two 
bullets there had to be two assassins. 


J. EDGAR HOOVER (IN 1962) J / ’ 

Concerned with public relations' - ; 

And the FBI Director fought tooth -an d- 
nail to short-circuit the creation of an 
independent commission to investigate the 
assassination. 


Such apparent problems however were 
ignored by Hoover and his investigators after 
they reached their conclusions on the case 
during the afternoon and evening of Nov. 22. 

Thus Hoover, at 4:01 p.m., 3** hours after 
the shooting, called the late Robert F. 
Kennedy, then the attorney general, to tell 
him the case was all but solved. 


Eventually, when the commission under 
then Chief Justice Earl Warren was created, 
Hoover and the FBI cooperated. And the 
commission, after nine months of Investiga- 
tion, reached the same conclusion as Hoover 
— that Oswald, acting alone, killed President 
Kennedy. 

But doubts have lingered among many 
Americans. And critics of the Warren 
Commission’s findings and the FBI have 
suggested that the early pressure to solve the 
case quickly, for the sake of the country and 
to protect the FBI’s reputation, were among 
the reasons for a shoddy investigation. 

David W, Belin, a ranking lawyer- 
investigator for the commission, said in his 
book defending the findings of the commis- 
sion, that the FBI reports were often 
misleading, filled with error or just plain 
wTong. . • ■ , - • ‘ 


“I called the attorney general at his 
home and told him I thought we had the man 
who killed the President down in Dallas,” 
Hoover wrote in a memo dated Nov. 22. “I 
stated the man’s name Is Lee Harvey Oswald 
... I said that he is not a Communist but has 
Communist leanings . . ." 

An hour later, in talking to a Justice 
Department official, Hoover said Oswald 
probably was the guilty man and “would be 
in the category of a nut and the extremist 
pro-Castro crowd." 

Curiously, Hoover’s official order to 
agents throughout the country to “follow 
and resolve all allegations pertaining to the 
assassination” did not go out on the FBI wire 
until 10 o’clock that night 

Agents scouted the nation running down 
clues, tips and calls from drunks, nuts and 
even bizarre practical jokers. 


One example, tb which Belin points, is : 
the FBI report on the autopsy on Kennedy’s 
body. The FBI agents attending the autopsy 
reported that they saw two entrance wounds 
in the President's body, but only one exit r 
wound, in his . 
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But within days, despite the murder of 
Oswald on Nov. 24 by Jack Ruby and the 
growing clamor for a blue-ribbon investiga- 
tion, Hoover issued instructions to wind up 
the investigation by Nov. 29;^.- jr > 


